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The Harvard – Yale Regatta Race is the oldest collegiate athletic competition in the country.
For more information about this year’s event visit pages 8 and 16.
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Find your local expert at Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices

Auerbach-Hebert Team
Left: Cheryl Auerbach 860-235-9099
& Right: Brittany Auerbach - Hebert
860-912-9902

Laura Ballirano
860-250-0287

Carol Barnes-Craig
860-460-0943

Jency Barnes
617-784-2633

Deb Bochain
860-884-4584

Laurie Cameron
909-717-0509

Bambi DiRoma
401-924-4730

Amanda Greene
860-910-7842

Michelle Hallamore
401-741-3075

Elizabeth Johnstone
860-287-1641

Lucia Johnstone
860-912-4144

Norm Krayem
860-235-9222

Katie Korpi
443-223-1385

Hanna Kronholm
860-917-6128

Fallon LeGare
443-306-7945

Renee McCammon
860-705-8084

Don Miller
860-861-5609

Morag Morse
860-460-5270

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

Home Services
New England Properties
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Jill Bach
860-908-3758

Ledyard Events • Quarter 2 • 2022

Tracy O’Donnell
401-480-9515

Sarah Turner
860-501-0551

John Vincent
860-460-3463

2 Williams Avenue, Mystic, CT / 860-536-4906
163 Water Street, Stonington, CT / 860-535-2490
www.bhhsNEproperties.com
© 2019 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently operated subsidiary of HomeServices of America, Inc., a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate, and a franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC
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Mayor’s Corner

NORMAL TIMES ARE NEAR LEDYARD!
One of our great seasons is upon us again. Longer days, warm
evenings, and the fragrance of fresh cut grass to name a few. Back
in April, I did a roadside cleanup of one mile of road. I collected
two contractor cleanup bags full of debris- down a bit from the
previous year, something I view as good news! The State Legislature passed a new tax law last year for taxation of so-called “nip
bottles” and I’m hoping this new tax will help offset some of the
cleanup costs the town bears. As anyone that does participates
in roadside cleanup can attest, nip bottles are the top offenders.
The revenue generated from this tax can only be used for waste
reduction, recycling, storm drain improvements, street sweepers
and roadside cleanup but it will help offset those costs.
Parks and Rec Summer Camp signups are moving quickly, and a
full complement of kids are expected so go to Ledyardrec.org and
sign your kids up before they are full. Also of note, Gale Bradbuy, our long-standing Library Director retired this spring after
42 years in Ledyard. Gale had absolute love for the libraries and
put her all into everything she did for the Town of Ledyard! She
will be missed. New Library Director, Jennifer Smith started May
16th and she only just started writing the next chapter in Ledyard
Libraries so please stop in and say hello!
The American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds are being invested
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in Town. Improvements on the Town
Green, road surfacing, public sewer
extension, funding for the low-income
housing rehab grant program and so
much more receive critical investment.
The ARPA investment plan has been in
the works since October of 2021 and the
public comment period closed March
18th, so investments are officially underway. Our collective goal is to have a good
cross-section of uses and investments as
well as those that pay dividends in the future.

Fred Allyn, Mayor

The Farmer’s Market returns on June 1st. Plenty of parking is
available on the lower Town Green and the pole barn will again
host the market. Plenty of local produce, local products and of
course Food Trucks!
A reminder that summer road work will be underway soon, so
be sure to keep an eye out if your road is on the list for resurfacing this year. Street sweeping is currently being done ahead of
road resurfacing this summer and fall. The Ledyard road rating
increased to 84.07 this past year and our rating is one of the best
in the region.
Continued on page 5
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Another New Business In Gales Ferry
GOAT Physical Therapy and Wellness marked the opening of their new location at:
1666 Rt. 12 (next to Ocean State Job Lot) with a ribbon cutting ceremony hosted by
Mayor Fred Allyn III and the Ledyard Economic Development Commission.
Dr. Colleen Davis and her team have created a great space to work with clients getting
them strengthened and back to doing what they do - and a goal of keeping you healthy!

COVER PHOTOS
Courtesy Lee Ann Anderson,
Property Manager, Red Top Gales Ferry
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Pictured above: (Back row left to right) Town Councilors John Marshall and Andra Ingalls,
Mayor Allyn, State Rep. Mike France, unknown, EDC Commissioners John Vincent,
Carol Schneider, Michael Dreimiller, and Jessica Buhle.

www.eventsmagazines.com

Mayor’s Corner... continued from page 3
Don’t forget to find me on Facebook as “Mayor Fred”. I
share quick updates and how I represented your town at
various meetings and functions. Ledyard is an amazing
town and the people make it so!
Best regards,

Fred B. Allyn III
Mayor

Publisher’s Note

Follow Essex Printing /
Events Magazines on...
Facebook

Essex Printing Events Magazines

Instagram

@EventsMags
@EssexPrinting

Twitter

@essexprintingandeventsmagazine

Spring into
Summer Vibes
at Maugle Sierra

Remembering Joan Joyce
– Our Finest Athlete
It is with a heavy heart that I write this note about the passing of
a true legend - Joan Joyce. I had the pleasure and honor to meet
her (over the phone) as part of putting together our The Last
Word feature article that appeared in Events Magazines for the 4th
quarter of 2020. It is a conversation I will remember forever. Her
ever so clear memory of the many great moments in her athletic
career was astonishing – from Raybestos Brakettes softball games,
to striking out Ted Williams and Hank Aaron, to golf moments, to
how her coaching career came about. (She would tell you that she
has been coaching all her life.) And of course, her father – whom
she loved tremendously. Up until he passed, she would keep a
room for him in her house in Florida and he would attend all
the Florida Atlantic University softball games.
It is hard to believe that there was not more fanfare about this
superb athlete who excelled in so many sports. That is until you
spoke with her and found out how matter-of-fact she took everything. She could have been boastful or arrogant. But she was not.
Instead, you could tell how much joy she found in all that she did.
I had fun sharing stories about growing up in West Haven and the
various individuals I had no idea we knew mutually.
And, of course, there was the ever-competitive spirit that came
through not only in talking about her Florida Atlantic softball
team but also about her own goals – even at the age of 80. As I
recall, she recounted the story of helping a friend move. She stumbled while carrying a box. Her volleyball training helped break the
fall. She did injure her hip. During the course of the conversation,
it suddenly occurred to her. “Maybe I could golf left-handed,” she
said. If anyone can do it, I’d bet on you, I observed.

Open Thursday through
Monday - Noon to 6pm
Live Music
Saturday & Sunday

In honor of Joan Joyce, we are re-publishing The Last Word feature
that ran in 2020. You will find it on page 26 of this magazine. For
those of you who knew or knew of Joan, it is a fond reminder of
her greatness and grace. For those of you who did not, it is a way
to read about and acknowledge an amazing life.

825-827 Colonel Ledyard Hwy,
Ledyard, CT 06339

860.464.2987

MaugleSierraVineyards.com
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William McMinn
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ONE of a KIND

ANTIQUES
~ SINCE 1975 ~

A wide array of original
period antiques and art
from all over the world;
also, fine handmade
artisanal furniture.
Visit online at
www.ooaka.com or in
person by appointment.
860-526-9736
info@
oneofakindantiques.com
323 Boston Post Road
Old Saybrook, CT

TREMBLAY’S
CERAMIC CREATIONS
Ceramic Classes
Starting Soon!
Call today
for details
860-448-5439
Parties
Available

7 Hurlbutt Road
Gales Ferry, CT

860-448-5439
rtremblay914@gmail.com
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A Message from Your Town Council
The May 16, 2022 Annual Town Meeting regarding the Fiscal Year 2022 / 2023 Budget
was presented in a hybrid format enabling residents to attend in-person or by video
conference. Residents went to the polls on May 17, 2022 to vote on the $63,510,221
Budget.
As part of this year’s annual budget preparation the Finance Committee spent many
hours reviewing and evaluating proposals for the use of the $4,327,000 Federal American Rescue Act Funding (ARPA) Ledyard received. Although the federal guidelines
did not require approval by the taxpayers in spending the ARPA Funding; for transparency, the initiatives that were not time sensitive, were included on the Capital
Improvement Plan that was presented and voted on by the taxpayers as part of the
Budget Referendum. The projects that made the ARPA List ranged from infrastructure
projects such as the Ledyard Center Sewer Line Extension project to supporting our
Regional Agency Partners, to facility maintenance projects, preservation of historical
landmarks and park improvements, software upgrades and many others.
After two-years of video conference meetings the Governor’s executive order regarding fully remote meetings expired on April 30, 2022. To continue to provide transparency and easy public access to meetings the Town Council adopted a “Policy
and Guidelines For Remote Meeting Participation.” In addition, the town purchased
the Meeting HQ & OWL Pro equipment, using Covid Relief Grant funding for
technology improvements, which would enable all committee meetings to be held
in a hybrid format, where the equipment was available.
In transitioning back to in-person meetings the Town Council had a packed room at
their April 13, 2022 meeting. During the meeting prizes were awarded to recognize
students for their participation in a Black History Month Essay and Poster Contest.
As the New London-Groton Subbase holds a significant place in our nation’s history
and in the fabric of our local culture, the Town Council presented Commander Garth
Storz, Commanding Officer of the USS Colorado, on behalf of Subbase Commander, Captain Kenneth M. Curtin, a Proclamation Recognizing April as the Month of
the Military Child bringing awareness and recognizing the sacrifices and challenges
military children make with their parent’s service to our country. Ledyard remains
committed to continue its principals of inclusion and our longstanding traditions to
welcome and support our military families and their dependents, and will forever
remain grateful for their service to our country.
On June 22, 2021 Governor Lamont signed Senate Bill #1201 “An Act Concerning
Responsible and Equitable Regulation of Adult-Use Cannabis.” The Law has been
lated to become effective in stages and the Town Council will be considering presenting a question on the November 8, 2022 Mid-Term Election ballot regarding the sale
of recreational marijuana. More information will become available as we work thru
the provisions of this Bill.
The Town Council welcomes your comments on these subjects or any other issues and
encourages you to become involved in your local government. Please visit the town’s
website at: www.ledyardct.org and click on the “Agendas and Minutes” tab to watch the
meeting videos, learn about the decisions that are being made in your community and
to become an informed and active participate in your local government.
Respectfully submitted,
Kevin J. Dombrowski, Chairman
www.eventsmagazines.com

THE LEDYARD LEDGER
Student News from Ledyard High School
Sponsored By Essex Printing
BY ALEXANDRA MARTINEZ-GARCIA • ISSUE 2 • VOLUME 2

Lattes at Lucille’s: A Review
of Ledyard’s Newest Business
With the 2020 closing of Ledyard’s
beloved cafe, Mitsi’s, many town
residents were left without a fun
place in the center of town with
lots of space to hang out while
having food and coffee. However,
a new cafe in the former Ledyard
Center School is a similar small
business that could serve the
same purpose.
Lucille’s Cafe just had its soft
opening, and its menu continues
to expand every day leading up
to its grand opening. It’s open
every day from 6:00 am until
2:00 pm (except on Sundays,
where opening time is 7:00 am,)
and has all types of food and
drinks from ricotta and avocado toast, to crafted
cold brews and chai lattes. There’s definitely something for everyone!
One recent Friday morning, I went to try out the
cafe with one of my friends from school, and my experience couldn’t have been better. The upscale, yet
cozy, interior design of the cafe was comforting and
really well-done, making it so that you couldn’t even
tell the room was once a classroom. Even though
customers were consistently filtering into

the cafe, my order came out
quickly and was incredibly
well-made. Out of all the
different menu options, I
ordered their avocado toast
and an iced vanilla chai
latte, but I will definitely be
coming back to try out their
pastries, strawberry ricotta
toast, and cold brew coffees. Coffee lovers will love
Lucille’s as their menu and
flavoring and milk options
are as expansive as those
of Starbucks, and their food
menu already has as much
variety as many established
restaurants in Mystic!
If you’re looking for a new cafe closer to home
with great food, drinks, and service, I would definitely recommend Lucille’s. No matter what your
food and drink preferences are, there’s no doubt
their menu has something for you, and while eating there you can help support an in-town small
business. It’s in a perfect location
for anyone to stop at on their
way to school or work, or to
go with friends and family
for breakfast or lunch.

About the Author
Alexandra Martinez-Garcia is a senior at
Ledyard High School and is the co-editor-in-chief
for the 2021-2022 Colonel Newsmagazine and
Horizons yearbook. If she’s not in a swimming
pool, she’s probably hanging out with her friends or
brothers, playing lacrosse, indulging in a
good book, or living her dream life vicariously
through Pinterest and Netflix shows.
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Regatta Day Festival
COME TO GALES FERRY ON SATURDAY JUNE 11TH FOR A DAY OF FAMILY FUN & TO PARTAKE IN HISTORY!
The 155th Yale-Harvard Regatta or
Harvard-Yale Regatta depending on your
persuasion, will be held on Saturday June
11, 2022, on the Thames River starting between the two Gold Star Bridge spans
in New London and finishing up near
Bartlett’s Cove opposite Gales Ferry. The
Regatta Day Festival will be held that day
starting at 11:00 am at Sweet Hill Farm
(29 Military Highway, Gales Ferry) with
food, family activities, local vendors, and a
car rally to make the afternoon fun! Viewing
stands and food at Erickson Park will be
open from 3:00 pm - 7:30 pm or when the
last race concludes. Parking will be at Ocean
State Job Lot, RT 12 Gales Ferry, and a
shut-tle will be provided between all three
locations. See the Festival details on page 16,
in the Parks & Rec section of this magazine.
The oldest continuous sporting event in the
country, the Regatta began in 1852 when the
Yale Rowing Club challenged the Harvard

Clockwise from top left: Regatta 100th Anniversery Program, early photo of the Gales Ferry
Rail Station and a Regatta Race Finish during 1900s.

Club to a race. Held on Lake Winnipesaukee in early August, Harvard won handily
by 4 boat lengths. Spectating there was Gen.
Franklin Pierce, Democratic nominee for

President (he won later that fall.) He was
the first of three Presidents and other senior
officials who have attended throughout its
history.

Matt Stark Lic.#6207 | Blair Carignan Lic.#6157

OFFERING COMPLETE
SEPTIC & SEWER SERVICES:
•
•
•
•
•

Septic Tank Cleaning
Real Estate Inspections
Septic Tank & System Installations
Repairs & Maintenance
Pipe Camera & Locating Services

860-598-9525
Office@SepticWorksCT.com
www.SepticWorksCT.com

8

Ledyard Events • Quarter 2 • 2022

www.eventsmagazines.com

The event came to New London in
1878 when the Yale Coach Robert J.
Cook suggested it to the Harvard Team
Captain William A. Bancroft, and both
agreed. The Regatta has been held here
ever since. Latham Brown offered Yale
the use of his home and property in
what is now Gales Ferry Village and
Charles Stoddard offered Harvard
the use of his property on Military
Highway in Gales Ferry. These have
remained the homes of the respective
teams ever since. In the early 20th
Century close to 100,000 spectators
would descend on the area to line the
race-course and ride the observation
trains alongside the Thames River to
see the race.
COME BE PART OF HISTORY!
The Festival will provide food and
entertainment for your entire family
from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm and offer
you a place to see the races that start
at 3:30 pm.

Ledyard Photographic Society
Ledyard Photographic Society was started for people that have a passion
for photography and anyone that wants to learn how to better use their
camera. We welcome all ages and abilities. We are an active club that
goes out to locations and sets up studios to learn about lighting, composition and setup, macro, food, product and anything else that we want
to photograph.
We meet every other Wednesday at the Bill Library in Ledyard from
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm, on the nights that we are not at the library we go
out to different locations. So please come along to the meetings, we
would love to see you. Find use on Facebook at Ledyard Photographic
Society.

Visit our town
Website at:
www.ledyardct.org

LEDYARD
LIONS
CLUB
JOIN US FOR OUR WEEKLY BINGO
EVERY WEDNESDAY
GALES FERRY FIREHOUSE
Route 12, Gales Ferry
Doors open at 4:00 pm. Paper sold at 6:00 pm.
Kitchen closes and first number
called at 7:00 pm.

NORWICH

GROTON
495 Gold Star Hwy, Ste 208

18 Oneco Street

860-445-7476

860-886-6268
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ALL PROCEEDS
USED FOR CHARITIES
Since July 2021, we have donated $12,000 locally.
Please join us as we can always use help
as we try to make the world
a better place through service.
Follow us on Facebook and checkout our website
at: www.e-clubhouse.org/sites/ledyardct/
www.eventsmagazines.com
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Ledyard Senior Center
SENIOR CENTER OFFICE
12 Van Tassel Drive, Gales Ferry, CT 06335 |
Phone: 860-464-0478 | Fax: 860-464-2124
Office Hours: Mon through Fri 8:30 am - 2:30 pm
SENIOR CENTER STAFF
Director: Scott Johnson scott@ledyardrec.org
Assistant Director: Monika Verebelyi monika@ledyardrec.org
Office Assistant: Francesca Francischelli franf@ledyardrec.org
Office Assistant: Ginny Hungerford lsc.assistant@ledyardct.org
Nutrition Site Server: Jim Metcalf
Van Drivers: Bob Heal, Russell Smith
PERMANENT SENIOR COMMISSION: The Commission meets at the Senior
Center on the fourth Wednesday of each month at 1:30 pm. Meetings are currently
hybrid. The public is welcome to click on the link on the Ledyard Senior Center
agenda which can be found on the Town’s website.

LEDYARD SENIOR CENTER

Monday-Friday from 8:30 am - 2:30 pm
The Ledyard Senior Center is a community-based establishment meant to
bring a wealth of information, activities and social events for people 55 years
plus. The Ledyard Senior Center provides transportation to the center and
back home, shopping, doctor appointments & bank runs. Stop in for a visit.

SENIOR TRANSPORTATION INFORMATION
Call us at 860-464-0478 to schedule all transportation requests.
The Ledyard Senior Center offers daily transportation to the Center for activities
including lunch, along with rides to medical appointments and other necessities
according to the schedule below. A wheelchair lift is available. Persons must be
able to: travel without assistance, wait outside for 10 minutes, climb three 12-inch
steps or use the wheelchair lift. We service Ledyard, Gales Ferry, New London,
Groton, Mystic, Waterford, Norwich. Call for details.

SENIOR VAN SCHEDULE
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:

Senior Center, Doctor Appointments
Senior Center, Doctor Appointments
Senior Center (2nd Wednesday: Job Lot & Dollar Tree Stores)
Senior Center, Doctor Appointments
Senior Center, Stop & Shop or Walmart (1st Friday - Bank Run)

*NOTE: All reservations for transportation must be made at least 48 hours in
advance by calling the office between 8:30 am and 2:30 pm and talking to a staff
person. Requests for transportation giving less than 48 hours notice will be
addressed on a case by case basis.
Drivers cannot schedule appointments.
Round trip suggested donations are $1.00 within Ledyard and Gales Ferry and
$2.00 for out of town. We provide transportation to Sub Base medical appointments
and the pharmacy for people with a Military/Base I.D. Driver routes are planned
in advance.
10
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MISSION STATEMENT
The Mission of the Ledyard Senior Center is to
promote the physical, emotional, and economic
well-being of senior citizens and to promote their
participation in all aspects of community life, to
continually evaluate the needs of senior citizens
and ways to meet their needs, and to provide an
atmosphere that will be conducive for seniors to
find companionship and develop friendships.

NOTIFYING THE PUBLIC OF RIGHTS
UNDER TITLE VI
The Ledyard Senior Center operates its programs
and services without regard to race, color, and
national origin in accordance with Title VI of
the Civil Rights Act. Any person who believes
she or he has been aggrieved by any unlawful
discriminatory practice under Title VI may file
a complaint with the Ledyard Senior Center. For
more information on the Ledyard Senior Center
civil rights program, and the procedures to file a
complaint, contact 860-464-0478, TRS 711; Scott@
ledyardrec.org; or visit our administrative office
at 12 Van Tassel Drive, Gales Ferry, CT 06335. For
more information, visit https://www.town.ledyard.
ct.us/76/Senior-Center or https://ledyardrec.org/
info/dept/details.aspx?DeptInfoID=1038.

SENIOR CENTER VAN DRIVER
JOB OPENING
The Ledyard Senior Center is currently taking
applications for a per diem Senior Citizens
Van Driver. Please visit the Town’s website
at: www.ledyardct.org/DocumentCenter/
View/500155/Senior-Citizen-Van-Driver for
more information and to apply.

(ECTC) EASTERN CONNECTICUT
TRANSPORTATION CONSORTIUM, INC.
The Eastern Connecticut Transportation Consortium, Inc., is a private non-profit 501(c)3 agency
whose purpose is to promote the coordination
and consolidation of para-transit services for
persons of low income, elderly, physically and
mentally disabled individuals in Southeastern
Connecticut. Please call 860-464-0478 or ECTC
860-848-5910 or fax 860-848-5917 for further
information. Their website is www.ectcinc.org.

TVCCA MEALS ON WHEELS
Providing more than a meal to seniors in our
www.eventsmagazines.com

community. Call TVCCA to schedule:
860-886-1720.

MUNICIPAL AGENT
The Municipal Agent for Ledyard is
Karen Goetchius. She is located at the
Town Hall, Nursing Dept. Please call her
at: 860-464-8464 for any issues dealing
with the elderly.

SENIOR CENTER BOOK
DISCUSSION
Join us for the Senior Center Book
Discussions which are held on the fourth
Wednesday of each month at 10:30 am
in the senior center library. The upcoming titles will be passed out at the monthly meetings, or you may pick up a copy
at the Gales Ferry Library.
June 22:		 This Is How It Always Is
					by Laurie Frankel.
August 24: The Last True Poets of the Sea
					by Julia Drake.

HAIR SALON
Full hair salon services are offered Tuesday and Thursdays at the Ledyard Senior
Center. Call Amy at: 860-367-2896 to
schedule an appointment.

PODIATRIST
Dr. Walters will be available from 9:00 am
- 12:00 pm at the Ledyard Senior Center
on Monday, June 6, August 8 and October
17. To schedule your appointment time,
or for any other inquiries, please call his
office at: 860-599-4555.
FREE BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC
Your Ledyard Visiting nurses will take
your blood pressure the second Wednesday of every month from 11:00 am to
12:00 pm. We counsel you on your meds,
healthy eating habits and exercise.

SENIOR CENTER CAFÉ
Join us for delicious and affordable
($2 - $4) breakfast and lunch menu
items, Monday through Friday, here
at the Senior Center. Breakfast served
from 9:00 - 11:00 am and lunch at
12:00 pm.

Ledyard Events • Quarter 2 • 2022

BREAKFAST BUFFET
A breakfast buffet is offered every Tuesday morning from 8:30 - 10:30 am for
just $5. Open to the general public.

WEEKLY WEDNESDAY
CURBSIDE PICK-UP
We are now offering a weekly Wednesday lunch, including dessert, for $7.00.
Check our Facebook page or call us at:
860-464-0478 for the menu and to place
your order. All orders must be called in
by 10:30 am on Tuesday morning. The
lunches will be available for a contactless
curbside pick-up at noon on Wednesday.
This service is available to the general
public.

Trips

The Ledyard Senior Center offers local
outings as well as day long trips to
shows, plays, museums, lunches and
more. Check our Facebook page, website: www.ledyardrec.org, seniorcenterct.
org, or call: 860-464-0478 for the most
up-to-date information.

Valentino’s
Welcome!

We pride ourselves in providing you
with the finest dining experience.
We cook to order with only the freshest
ingredients. It may take a little extra time
but it tastes better, and your patience
will be greatly rewarded!
Having a Party? Leave the cooking to us...
ask about our catering menu.

Delivery Available
From 12 to 8 pm
Call for Reservations and Take Out

860-464-8584

725 Colonel Ledyard Highway
Ledyard, CT 06339
www.ValentinosCT.com
Visa & MasterCard Accepted

Register for all shows and trips at:
www.ledyardrec.org or in the office

SWEENEY TODD, THE DEMON
BARBER OF FLEET STREET
Sweeney Todd, the Demon Barber
of Fleet Street, is an eight- time Tony
Award winner, including Best Musical.
This dark tale, with music and lyrics by
Stephen Sondheim, is set in Victorian
era London and follows Sweeney Todd,
a barber who returns home after fifteen
years of exile to exact revenge on the
corrupt judge who ruined his life.
DATE:					Saturday, June 18
DEPART:			 12:45 pm from the
							Ledyard Senior Center
SHOW TIME: 2:00 pm followed by
							dinner at your own cost
FEE:					$55, for transportation
							and ticket

LOU VILLANO PRESENTS
THE BEST OF PAUL ANKA

Support
our Advertisers/
Support
Ledyard Events
Magazines
Please remember to support
those who help us bring Ledyard

Events Magazines

to you each and every quarter

- our advertisers!

Thanks to them for making it all
possible. And when you frequent
their businesses, don’t forget to tell
them that you saw them in

Ledyard Events
Magazines!

The perfect pairing; lobster and a great
show! Chose from either a lobster or
continued on page 12

www.eventsmagazines.com
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Senior Center... continued from page 11
prime rib dinner and then be amazed by
Lou Villano with his resemblance and vocal
stylings as Paul Anka!
DATE:					Wednesday, July 20
DEPART:			 9:30 am from the Ledyard
							Senior Center
RETURN:			5:15 pm
LOCATION:		 The Log Cabin,
							Holyoke, MA
FEE:					$95, for transportation,
							lunch and show

trip down memory lane as Jimmy Russo, a
dynamic entertainer sings music from the
60s and 70s.
DATE:					Wednesday, September 7
DEPARTURE: 10:00 am from the
							Ledyard Senior Center
LUNCH & SHOW TIME:
							11:30 am lunch followed
							by the show
FEE:					$85, for transportation,
							lunch and show

SIGHT & SOUND THEATRE PRESENTS
“DAVID,” Lancaster, PA

SENIORCENTERCT.ORG

Join us for this trip to Lancaster, PA, the
heart of Amish Country! You will enjoy an
authentic Amish meal in an actual Amish
home, track through spectacular farmlands
on our Amish Artisans shopping adventure
before arriving for the Sight & Sound Theatre’s presentation of “David.” The final day
will be a stop at the Bird-in-Hand Farmers
Market and then a trip aboard the Strasburg
Railroad, before heading home. Please call
the office for more details.
DATE:					August 3 - 5
DEPART:			 Ledyard Senior Center
LOCATION:		 Lancaster, PA
FEE:					 $585 pp double / triple;
							$715 pp single

THE JERSEY TENORS,
A Musical Tribute to Frankie Valli
& the Four Seasons
What can be better than having the music
of Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons
live? The show consists of four young, hot
Broadway veterans recreating the music and
stories of the era. Choreography, staging
and melodious harmony, creating a memorable afternoon.
DATE:					Wednesday, August 10
LOCATION:		 Aqua Turf Club,
							Plantsville, CT
FEE:					$95, for transportation,
							lunch and show

SOUNDS OF SUMMER
Amarante’s Sea Cliff in New Haven is the
location for this delightful luncheon show.
A beautiful waterfront property with a
private deck and ballroom overlooking the
cove. The luncheon will be followed by a
12
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The Ledyard Senior Center has been
added to the seniorcenterct.org website!
This website allows you to look at every
senior center in our area from just this one
website. Check out which programs we
will be offering as well as updated news,
resources, transportation, services, trips
and any special events, activities and guest
speakers.

Special Events

FATHER’S DAY LUNCHEON
DATE:					Wednesday, June 15
TIME:					12:00 pm
FEE:					$7, RSVP to 860-464-0478

FOURTH OF JULY LUNCHEON
DATE: Wednesday, July 6
TIME: 12:00 pm
FEE: $7, RSVP to 860-464-0478

Programs

PROGRAM NOTE: Drop-ins are no
longer permitted. Please call 860-464-0478
for up-to-date information.
Register for all programs at: www.ledyard
rec.org or at the office.

AQUACISE
Exercise in the pool to provide a lot of
resistance for muscles, but no wear and tear
on joints.
DAY:					Tuesdays and/or Thursdays,
							8 times in one month
TIME:					10:00 - 10:45 am
BEGINS:				June 7
FEE:					$65
LOCATION:		 Vitale Aquatics & Tennis,
							14 Iron Street, Ledyard

YOGA
Mats, blocks and chairs (for props) are
available or bring your own. The movement
of yoga asana may increase bone mass.
Practicing yoga asana and meditation may
help with anxiety and depression.
DAY:						Wednesdays, 10 weeks
TIME:						9:00 - 10:00 am
BEGINS:					June 15
FEE:						$50
DAY:						Fridays, 10 weeks
TIME:						9:00 - 10:00 am
BEGINS:					June 17
FEE:						$50
INSTRUCTOR:		 Annie Chapman

CHAIR YOGA
Chair yoga is accessible to all abilities offers the benefits of yoga including stretching, breathing practices, and relaxation.
DAY:						Fridays, 4 weeks
TIME:						10:30 - 11:30 am
BEGINS:					August 5
FEE:						$20
INSTRUCTOR:		 Sandy Hartnett

LATIN LINE DANCING
Instruction in various line dance routines (Latin and Ballroom style.) Dance is
excellent physical activity and utilizes the
mind in remembering steps/routines while
interacting socially.
DAY:						Tuesdays, 10 weeks
TIME:						10:30 - 11:30 am
BEGINS:					June 21
FEE:						$50
INSTRUCTOR:		 Marjorie Winslow

TAI CHI
Some Tai Chi benefits include improved
balance, decreased tension, and better
breathing. For beginning and continuing
students.
DAY:						Fridays, 10 weeks
TIME:						12:00 - 1:00 pm
BEGINS:					June 17
FEE:						$50
INSTRUCTOR:		 Alex Culligan

SILVER SNEAKERS FLEX
Strength training to help maintain and improve functional, daily living movements.
www.eventsmagazines.com

DAY:						Tuesdays & Thursdays
TIME:						1:30 - 2:30 pm
BEGINS:					On-going
FEE:						This is offered through
								many insurance com
								panies or you may
								arrange direct payment
								with the instructor.
INSTRUCTOR:		 Robin Loy

QUILTING
DAY:		 Mondays
TIME:		 9:30 am

PITCH
DAY:		 Mondays
TIME:		 12:30 pm

DOMINOS
DAY:		 Tuesdays

TIME:		 9:30 am

OPEN BRIDGE
DAY:		 Tuesdays &
Fridays
TIME:		 10:00 am

CHORUS
DAY:		 Wednesdays
TIME:		 10:00 - 11:00 am

THE KNIT-WITS
(Knitting & Crocheting Group)
DAY:		 Wednesdays
TIME:		 1:00 pm

PINOCHLE
DAY:		 Thursdays
TIME:		 9:00 am - 1:00 pm

Ledyard Police Roll Out Body-worn Camera Program
On April 15, 2022, Ledyard Police officially joined the list
of Connecticut police departments utilizing body-worn
cameras to record law enforcement interactions. Connecticut’s 2020 Police Accountability Law requires use of body
and dashboard cameras by all Connecticut police agencies
by July 1, 2022. Our
department has been
utilizing dashboard
cameras in patrol cars
since 2018.
The department included the body worn
camera program in
Officer Rick McSwain wearing
our capital budget at a
LPD issued body camera.
cost of approximately
$62,000, of which 30% is reimbursable to the town under
a grant administered by the State of Connecticut Office of
Policy and Management. Officers are required to use the
cameras to record official law enforcement interactions,
which include arrests, traffic stops, motorist assists, and
investigative interviews. You may notice the cameras on
our officers, which are generally worn on the outermost
garment above the midline of the torso.
Our cameras are manufactured by
Motorola, and they can be synchronized with the cameras in our
patrol cars, so the system recognizes video from the officer and the
car as the same event, and it can be
saved in the same digital folder. So
far, the equipment has proven to be
user-friendly and effective. The picture and audio quality
are very good.
Moving forward, we’re hopeful that the cameras will be
Ledyard Events • Quarter 2 • 2022

a tool to assist us in documenting crime scenes and accident
scenes and provide evidence to be used in court proceedings.
The video should give the viewer some sense of what an officer
sees in the performance of his or her duties.
Respectfully submitted,
Chief John J. Rich, Ledyard Police Department

Ledyard Police Department
737 Colonel Ledyard Hwy.
Ledyard, CT 06339-1511 | 860-464-6400

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
6 AM TO 8 PM

VISIT US ON THE WEB
TO VIEW OUR WEEKLY
SALES FLYER

ledyardvillagemarket.com
STOP BY TODAY AND SIGN UP FOR
OUR GAS REWARDS PROGRAM!
www.eventsmagazines.com
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Parks & Recreation

PARKS AND RECREATION OFFICE
12 Van Tassel Drive, Gales Ferry, CT 06335 | Phone: 860-464-9112 | Fax: 860-464-2124
Email: monika@ledyardrec.org | Access us online: www.ledyardrec.org
Office Hours: Monday through Thursday 7:30 am - 4:45 pm
PARKS AND RECREATION STAFF
Director: Scott Johnson scott@ledyardrec.org
Assistant Director: Monika Verebelyi monika@ledyardrec.org

Office Assistant: Francesca Francischelli
Park Caretaker: Russell Smith
Field Manager: Paul Ondreika

PARKS & RECREATION GENERAL INFORMATION
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION
The Parks and Recreation Commission meets on
the second Tuesday of each month at 7:00 pm in the
Ledyard Senior Center. The public is welcome to
attend and the agenda can be found on the Town’s
website.

REGISTRATION AVAILABLE NOW!
Registrations will be accepted ONLINE, by MAIL
or WALK-IN.
1. Registrations for all programs must be made
online, by mail-in or walk-in. Registrations will no
longer be accepted by phone.
2. All fees must be paid at the time of registration.
Registrations will not be processed without
payment and the proper registration forms.
3. Some programs and classes have limited
enrollment and registrations are accepted on a first
come, first served basis.
4. We reserve the right to re-schedule, relocate or
cancel any program due to facility availability and
public response.
5. All cancellations due to inclement weather will
be announced on Channels 3 and 8 and posted on
our website: www.ledyardrec.org and Facebook.
6. Special Needs – If you require any special
accommodations to participate in our programs,
please call the Parks and Rec Office so that the
necessary arrangements can be made.
7. Non-residents pay an additional $5.00 for
program fees $5 - $50, and $10.00 for any program
over $50.00 except for bus trips and camp fees.
8. NO REFUNDS after the first week of a class or
program and no refunds on trips, or supply fees
and some of the Specialty Summer Camps.
9. Scholarships – Families needing financial
assistance are asked to call Ledyard Social Services
at 860-464-3254.

RECREATION NEWS and CANCELLATIONS
Follow us on Facebook for updates, news and
cancellations. Search for: “ledyardrec” Check our
website for all the latest program information and
sport league information: www.ledyardrec.org
The Parks and Recreation Department follows the
school schedule for most of our classes. If there is
no school, there will be no class for any program
held in the schools. All cancellations due to
inclement weather will be announced on Channel
3, Channel 4, Channel 8 and posted on our
website: www.ledyardrec.org and Facebook page.

14
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PARKS, PAVILIONS, GALES FERRY
COMMUNITY CENTER and SENIOR CENTER
ROOM RENTALS
Reserve any of our parks, pavilions and the Gales
Ferry Community Center and Senior Center Event
Rooms. Cash or check only when paying for the
permit. Call 860-464-9112 for more details.

INSTRUCTORS & PROGRAMS
Ledyard Parks & Recreation is always looking for
new programs to offer! If you know of anyone
who would like to be an instructor and offer a new
program, please have them contact us. We are also
open to suggestions regarding what new programs
you would like to see.

WEEKLY WEDNESDAY CURBSIDE PICK-UP
We are now offering a weekly Wednesday lunch,
including dessert, for $7.00. Check our Facebook
page for the current menu or call us at: 860-4649112. All orders must be called in by 10:30 am
Tuesday morning, unless otherwise noted on
Facebook. The lunches will be available for a
contactless curbside pick-up at noon on Wednesday. This service is available to the general public.

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
POPCORN KERNELS
AGES: 4 - 6
LOCATION: Gallup Hill School
A day camp program specially designed for your
active 4 to 6 year old. The day’s activities will
include organized games, exercise, arts and crafts,
a snack and lunch time. (Food is not included.)
Each week will have a theme with activities based
on the theme. Children must be 4 years old AND
potty trained before the program begins.

COLONELS
AGES: 7 - 9
LOCATION: Ledyard Middle School
This camp is designed to create new opportunities
for your camper to engage in sports, have fun with
friends, learn about sportsmanship and experience
camp to the fullest with campers their own age.

SUPER COLONELS
AGES: 10 - 13
LOCATION: Colonel Ledyard Park
Experience arts and crafts, games, and sports each
week. Each week will have a theme with activities
based on the theme.

SUMMER CAMP
Registration for Summer Camp is online only at www.ledyardrec.org or online at the P&R Office.
HOW TO REGISTER
1. If registering online, the Summer Registration form must be fully completed, including attaching a photo,
in order to check out.
2. If registering on-line in the office, please provide a wallet size photograph of your child.
Our Staff is trained in First Aid and CPR and is here to make your summer one you will not forget. We
encourage children with disabilities to participate. Please contact the Parks and Recreation Department for
mor information.
DATES & FEES:
Week 1:
Week 2:
Week 3:
Week 4:
Week 5:
Week 6:

June 27 – July 1..................$125
July 5 – July 8.....................$100
July 11 - July 15.................$125
July 18 – July 22.................$125
July 25 – July 29 ................$125
August 1 – August 5 ........$125

TIME: Drop off 8:45 – 9:00 am; Pick up 3:00 – 3:15 pm
Program Note: If there is a question of age, we will require a Birth Certificate. Your age is determined at the
start of the program. Please call 860-464-9112 for up-to-date information.

www.eventsmagazines.com

CHILDREN’S SUMMER CAMPS
ARCHERY CAMP
This exciting camp will teach the children archery
under the instruction of a nationally certified
coaching staff. Our main concern is teaching the
children safety while making sure they havefun!
AGES: 7 - 12
TIME: 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
FEE: $160
SESSION I: July 11 - 15
SESSION II: August 8 - 12
LOCATION: TBD
INSTRUCTOR: Black Bear Archery

HORSEBACK RIDING CAMP
This hands-on camp is for beginners to advanced
riders. Please make sure your child brings a lunch
and plenty to drink. Long pants and closed toe
shoes or boots are required to ride. Children may
bring a change of clothes such as shorts to change
into after riding.
AGES: 5 - 16
DATES:
1. June 27 - July 1
2. July 11 - July 15
3. July 25 - July 29
4. August 8 - August 12
5. August 22 - August 26
TIME: 8:00 am - 12:00 pm
FEE: $250
LOCATION: Outback Stables, Ledyard

DRAWING CAMP
Students will create still life compositions through
a variety of drawing techniques: exploring line,
light and shade. All materials included.
AGES: 8 - 14
DATE: July 18 - July 22
TIME: 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
FEE: $125, includes all materials
LOCATION: Ledyard Middle School
INSTRUCTOR: LeeAnn Graham

EXCEPTIONAL YOUTH
EDUCATION SERVICES

This company will be teaching the S.T.E.A.M.
(Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics) Lego Camps. Children will
NOT be able to keep any LEGO® materials.
All materials used are the property of E.Y.E.S.
and cannot be sold or distributed. Children will
have the opportunity to work with and bring
home evidence-based lab sheets to continue the
learning process outside of camp.

Building Up STEAM Using LEGO
AGES: 5 - 6
Children are working independently and / or
cooperatively as they begin to explore simple
machines using LEGO® DUPLO® early childhood
materials.
DATE: August 1 - August 5
TIME: 8:00 am - 11:00 am
FEE: $160
LOCATION: Gallup Hill School
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STEAM Works Using LEGO
AGES: 7 - 9
Children are working with standard LEGO®
materials to problem solve pre-engineering
challenges involving structure, levers, gears,
pulleys, and other elements of simple machines.
DATE: August 1 - August 5
TIME: 12:00 - 3:00 pm
FEE: $160
LOCATION: Gallup Hill School

CAS SOCCER CAMPS
This camp is for all players and will focus on
enhancing a love for the game and improving your
child’s skills. Program includes a ball and jersey.
DATE: August 1 - August 5
AGES: 3 - 5
TIME: 9:00 - 10:30 am
FEE: $109
AGES: 6 - 14
TIME: 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
FEE: $159
AGES: 8 - 14
TIME: 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
FEE: $229
LOCATION: TBD
INSTRUCTOR: Youth Elite Soccer Coaches

FLAG FOOTBALL CAMP
Experience the excitement of football. Using a
curriculum developed by the experts from USA
Football, coaches will teach skills like passing,
receiving, kicking and flag pulling.
AGES: 7 - 12
DATE: July 5 - July 8
TIME: 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
FEE: $135
LOCATION: TBD
INSTRUCTOR: Skyhawks Sports Academy
Coaches

MINI-HAWK CAMP FOR BASEBALL,
BASKETBALL & SOCCER
This multi-sport program gives children a positive
first step into athletics. Sports are taught in a safe,
structured environment filled with encouragement
and fun. Participants should bring a water bottle,
two snacks, sunscreen (outdoor camps) and wear
appropriate athletic attire.
AGES: 7 - 12
DATE: July 25 - July 29
TIME: 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
FEE: $149
LOCATION: TBD
INSTRUCTOR: Skyhawks
Sports Academy Coaches

MULTI-SPORT CAMP FOR BASEBALL,
BASKETBALL & SOCCER
Multi-Sport programs are designed to introduce
young athletes to a variety of different sports in
one setting. Participants should bring a water
bottle, two snacks, lunch, sunscreen and wear
appropriate athletic attire.
AGES: 7 - 12
DATE: July 25 - July 29
TIME: 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
FEE: $199

LOCATION: TBD
INSTRUCTOR: Skyhawks Sports Academy
Coaches

CHILDREN’S
SUMMER PROGRAMS
MINI LEAPERS
In this class, your little one will learn basic ballet
steps, motor skills, and rhythms through games
in this lively class.
MINI LEAPERS CLASS I
AGES: 3 - 4
DAY: Saturdays, 6 weeks
BEGINS: July 16
TIME: 1:00 - 1:45 pm
MINI LEAPERS CLASS II
AGES: 3 - 4
DAY: Saturdays, 6 weeks
BEGINS: July 16
TIME: 3:00 - 3:45 pm
FEE: $60
LOCATION: Ledyard Senior Center
INSTRUCTOR: Annaleah Ramos

BALLET BASICS
Your child will learn the basics of ballet etiquette
and simple dance steps. Everyone will grow in
the discovery of dance whether it’s a dream for
the future or a way to get out energy while they’re
young.
AGES: 5 - 6
DAY: Saturdays, 6 weeks
BEGINS: July 16
TIME: 2:00 - 2:45 pm
FEE: $65
LOCATION: Ledyard Senior Center
INSTRUCTOR: Annaleah Ramos

GOLF LESSONS
Lessons will cover fundamentals like grip, stance,
posture, backswing, and more. Bring a putter,
3 wood and 7 iron. Equipment is available to
borrow if needed. Small fee for a bucket of balls.
AGES: 8 and up
DAY: Saturdays, 5 weeks
TIME: 11:00 am - 12:00 pm
SESSION I
BEGINS: June 11
FEE: $190
SESSION II
BEGINS: September 10
FEE: $190
LOCATION: Great Brook Golf Center, Groton
INSTRUCTOR: Chris Hedden

SUMMER YOUTH VOLLEYBALL CLINIC
This volleyball clinic for boys and girls will
introduce volleyball basic skills and information
at a fun and playful pace.
AGES: 7 - 11
DAY: June 21 - 23
TIME: 9:00 - 10:00 am
FEE: $60
LOCATION: Ledyard High School
INSTRUCTOR: Nicole Fellers

continued on page 16
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Parks & Recreation... continued from page 15
BEGINNER TO INTERMEDIATE TENNIS
LESSONS FOR CHILDREN & PARENTS
Grouped by age or skill levels, participants will
develop fundamental skills to serve, rally, and
learn the scoring rules to play the game of tennis
while having fun and great exercise. Racquets
provided to children ten and under.
AGES: 5 - 14
SESSION I
DAY: Wednesday & Fridays, 4 weeks
TIME: 5:00 - 6:00 pm
BEGINS: June 22
FEE: $99 for children; $49 for both parents
SESSION II
DAY: Wednesday & Fridays, 4 weeks
TIME: 5:00 - 6:00 pm
BEGINS: July 27
FEE: $99 for children; $49 for both parents
LOCATION: Ledyard High School Tennis Courts
INSTRUCTOR: Ding Ding

LONG SWORD 101
Historical European Martial Arts (HEMA) is the
study and recreation of medieval fighting systems
from surviving books and manuscripts. This class
will teach you the fundamentals of fencing with
a longsword. Required equipment for partnered
drills: 350N Fencing Mask. Recommended: Feder

(practice longsword) and hand protection.
Contact instructor, Luke Marra, with any questions at: Thamesriverhistoricalfencing@gmail.
com
AGES: 16 and up
DAY: Wednesdays, 10 weeks
TIME: 6:30 - 8:30 pm
BEGINS: June 22
FEE: $120
LOCATION: Gales Ferry Community Center
INSTRUCTOR: Lucas Marra

INTRO TO ARNIS
(FILIPINO STICK MARTIAL ART)
Get an introduction to the Filipino stick art of
Arnis (meaning “armor”) and some basic Jeet
Kune Do (Bruce Lee’s art.) This 8-week class will
cover: boxing techniques, footwork drills, empty
hand drills, and Arnis stick drills. The rattan stick
is included in the registration fee, but students
must bring their own boxing gloves.
AGES: 13 and up
DAY: Thursdays, 8 weeks
TIME: 5:30 - 6:30 pm
BEGINS: June 2
FEE: $95
LOCATION: Ledyard Senior Center
INSTRUCTOR: Bob Chester

ADULT PROGRAMS
YOGA BASICS
Practice includes a variety of foundational
postures (standing, seated and on the floor)
that focus on balanced alignment and includes
breathing techniques, yoga philosophy, meditation
and deep relaxation.
DAY: Tuesdays, 8 weeks
TIME: 11:00 am - 12:00 pm
BEGINS: July 12
FEE: $82
LOCATION: Gales Ferry Community Center
INSTRUCTOR: Karen O’Donnell Clarke,
E-RYT500

CHAIR YOGA FOR EVERY BODY
Everybody can do Yoga using chairs for sitting
and standing. This fun class offers a balanced
approach for strength and flexibility, breath work
and meditation.
DAY: Thursdays, 8 weeks
TIME: 9:30 - 10:30 pm
BEGINS: July 14
FEE: $82
LOCATION: Zoom On-Line Class
INSTRUCTOR: Karen O’Donnell Clarke,
E-RYT500

REGATTA DAY FESTIVAL - Saturday, June 11 11:00 am – 3:00 pm
Join us for the first annual Regatta Day Festival at Sweet Hill
Farm in Gales Ferry. This event will have local craft and artisan
vendors, food vendors, a Ledyard police cruiser & Gales Ferry
firetruck for kids to see, and a classic car cruise! The event (from
11:00 am - 3:00 pm) is followed by the Harvard-Yale Regatta with
bleachers at Erickson Park for viewing the finish line. First race is
at 3:30 pm.
SCHEDULE:
AT SWEET HILL FARM
11:00 am Festival Opens at Sweet Hill Farm
				 Food and drinks, vendors, and activities all open
12:30 pm Line Dancing – dancing for all
3:00 pm Food truck, vendors, activities end at Farm
AT ERICKSON PARK:
3:30 pm Freshman Race (2 miles)
4:15 pm		 2nd Varsity Race (3 miles)
5:15 pm Varsity Race (4 miles)
Food and drinks available 3:30 pm until races end.

Limited parking will be available at Sweet Hill Farm, with additional
parking at Ocean State Job Lot and Our Lady of Lourdes.
Shuttles will run from the parking to both the Festival (Sweet Hill
Farm) and Regatta viewing (Erickson Park.) Please do not park in
lots of other local businesses unless they have explicitly posted that
parking is available there. The event is free to attend and family and
pet friendly. All pets must remain leashed or contained at all times.
Pets are not permitted on shuttles.

Food and Drinks:

Activities

Rustic Streats
Rustic Boutique Catering,
Pop’s Ice Cream

Line Dancing - 12:30 pm
Dance Country USA
“Touch-a-Truck”
Ledyard Police
Gales Ferry Vol. FD
Family Games and Fun
LEAF
Regatta Day Car Cruise

Ledyard Rotary At Erickson Park
after 3:30 pm

Craft and Artisan Vendors:
Soundview Candle Co.
Thyme for Tea
Kettlepot Soap
Allie Bruscato Crafts
Twenty Paws Bakery
Pillows for Now
The Greene House
Abstract Alysia Face Painting and Art
Simply Sweet by Elana
Chikumbuso Handcrafts (invited)

Sponsors:
Ledyard Economic Development
Ledyard Parks & Recreation
Gales Ferry District
Rotary Club of Ledyard
Sweet Hill Farm
D&L Sound and Mystic River
Entertainment
Ocean State Job Lot

For more information about the Harvard Yale Regatta (and the
history of this amazing event) see page 8.
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TAI CHI
Tai Chi has been described as “a prescription to
good health for men and women, whether young
or old, weak or strong.” Some benefits include
improved balance, decreased tension, and better
breathing.
SESSION I
DAY: Thursdays, 7 weeks
TIME: 6:00 - 7:00 pm
BEGINS: June 2
FEE: $65
SESSION II
DAY: Thursdays, 6 weeks
TIME: 6:00 - 7:00 pm
BEGINS: July 21
FEE: $55
LOCATION: Gales Ferry Community Center
INSTRUCTOR: Alex Culligan

H.I.I.T. KICKBOXING
This class is a High Intensity Interval Training
Kickboxing with a mix of heavy bag training,
focus mitts and cardio drills. Starter gloves
provided but you can purchase your own quality
gloves at the class.
DAY: Wednesdays, 6 weeks
TIME: 5:30 - 6:15 pm
BEGINS: July 13
FEE: $60
LOCATION: Kickstart Boxing, 1663 CT 12,
Gales Ferry
INSTRUCTOR: Nicole Bailey

A.L.E.R.T.
PERSONAL PROTECTION & SAFETY
A two night class to understand the times in
which we live in and how this affects us. Learn
what Situational Awareness is, the FEAR loop,
A.L.E.R.T. and your Defensive Tools are and how
to use them.
DAY: Wednesdays, 2 weeks
TIME: 6:00 - 7:30 pm
BEGINS: June 1
FEE: $79
LOCATION: Ledyard Senior Center
INSTRUCTOR: Bob Chester

INTRO TO ARNIS
(FILIPINO STICK MARTIAL ART)
Get an introduction to the Filipino stick art of
Arnis (meaning “armor”) and some basic Jeet
Kune Do (Bruce Lee’s art.) This class will cover:
boxing techniques, footwork drills, empty hand
drills, and Arnis stick drills. The rattan stick is
included in the registration fee, but students must
bring their own boxing gloves.
AGES: 13 and up
DAY: Thursdays, 8 weeks
TIME: 5:30 - 6:30 pm
BEGINS: June 2
FEE: $95
LOCATION: Ledyard Senior Center
INSTRUCTOR: Bob Chester

LONG SWORD 101
Have you ever wanted to fight like a medieval
knight? Historical European Martial Arts
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DARRELL’S DAY TRIPS
All bus trips will depart from the Norwich
Commuter Lot, Rt 82, Exit 11 off of I-395 and
will travel rain or shine. No refunds will be
given unless a replacement is found. As of this
time, masks are required to be worn on the bus, but this may be subject to change.
WHALE WATCH
Plymouth, MA
Saturday, July 23
Enjoy free time at the historic Plymouth waterfront featuring the Mayflower II, Plymouth Rock, and
commercial fishing fleet. Experience colonial charm and hospitality at the John Carver Inn for lunch.
Next it’s on to the whale watch on Cape Cod Bay and Stellwagen Bank, primary feeding grounds for
whales. An onboard naturalist will give a narration of what we are experiencing.
DEPARTING: 8:00 am, Norwich Commuter Parking Lot, Laura Blvd/ Rt. 82, Norwich (I-395 Exit 11)
RETURNING: near 9:00 pm
FEE: $128; price includes motorcoach transportation, lunch and whale watch.
Meal selections are broiled scrod or roast turkey.

RI LIGHTHOUSES & NEWPORT HARBOR TOUR
Narragansett Bay, RI
Sunday, August 7
Our adventure begins with a lunch at the Quonset “O” Club, the officers club at the former Quonset
Point Naval Air Station. Afterwards, we embark on a narrated, 30-mile cruise past 10 lighthouses in
Narragansett Bay along with a Newport Harbor tour - taking us past mansions and historic Ft Adams
and under the breathtaking Jamestown and Newport Bridges. A perfect finale is a short drive to Iggy’s
Chowder House at scenic Oakland Beach.
DEPARTING: 10:15 am. Norwich Commuter Parking Lot, Laura Blvd/ Rt. 82, Norwich
(I-395 Exit 11)
RETURNING: near 7:30 pm
FEE: $128; price includes motorcoach transportation, lunch, cruise and doughboy.
Meal selections are New England baked scrod or breaded chicken cutlet with lemon sauce.

HAMPTON BEACH SEAFOOD FESTIVAL
Hampton Beach, NH
Sunday, September 11
Sample the delicious seafood at New England’s largest seafood festival! Festivities include New
Hampshire seacoast’s top restaurants serving an abundance of mouthwatering seafood and other
delicacies; arts and crafts vendors promoting locally made products; Ocean Boulevard merchants
offering end-of-the-season sidewalk sales; continuous entertainment.
DEPARTING: 8:00 am. Norwich Commuter Parking Lot, Laura Blvd/ Rt. 82, Norwich
(I-395 Exit 11)
RETURNING: near 7:30 pm
FEE: $73 for adults; $60 for children 12 and under; price includes motorcoach transportation and
admission to the festival, NOT FOOD!

(HEMA) is the study and recreation of medieval
fighting systems from surviving books and
manuscripts. This class will teach you the fundamentals of fencing with a longsword. Required
equipment for partnered drills:350N Fencing
Mask. Recommended: Feder (practice longsword) and hand protection. Contact instructor,
Luke Marra, with any questions at: Thamesriver
historicalfencing@gmail.com
DAY: Wednesdays, 10 weeks
TIME: 6:30 - 8:30 pm
BEGINS: June 22
FEE: $120
LOCATION: Gales Ferry Community Center
INSTRUCTOR: Lucas Marra

GOLF LESSONS
Lessons will cover fundamentals like grip, stance,
posture, and backswing. Please bring a putter, 3

wood, 7 iron, and pitching wedge. Equipment
is available to borrow if needed. Small fee for
a bucket of balls for each lesson. Class size is
limited to 10.
ADULTS’ CLASSES
CLASS I DAY: Wednesdays, 5 weeks
TIME: 10:00 - 11:00 am
BEGINS: September 7
CLASS II DAY: Wednesdays, 5 weeks
TIME: 6:00 - 7:00 pm
BEGINS: September 7
FEE: $190
LOCATION: Great Brook Golf Center, Rt. 184,
Groton
INSTRUCTOR: Chris Hedden

continued on page 18
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Parks & Recreation... continued from page 17
WOMEN ONLY
CLASS I DAY: Thursdays, 5 weeks
TIME: 10:00 - 11:00 am
BEGINS: September 1
CLASS II DAY: Thursdays, 5 weeks
TIME: 6:00 - 7:00 pm
BEGINS: September 1
CLASS III DAY: Mondays, 5 weeks
TIME: 10:00 - 11:00 am
BEGINS: September 12
CLASS IV DAY: Mondays, 5 weeks
TIME: 6:00 - 7:00 pm
BEGINS: September 12
FEE: $190
LOCATION: Great Brook Golf Center,
Rt. 184, Groton
INSTRUCTOR: Chris Hedden

SPECIAL EVENTS
SPLASH AND DASH
Saturday, June 11 - 9:00 am
A Run, Swim, Run Event.
All levels are welcome. This is a family friendly
event followed by a brunch for all race families.
Bring a blanket or chair. Children can discover
what it is like to have competed in an aquathon.
Medals to all children who finish the race. Race
shirts to all children
registered by June 10th.
Age: 5 - 6
Run .5 miles Swim 50 yards Run .5 miles
Age: 7 -– 10
Run .5 miles Swim 100 yards Run .7 miles
Age: 11-17
Run .5 miles Swim 200 yards Run 1.5miles
Supersprint:
Run .5 miles Swim 400 yards Run 2 miles

LOCATION: Mohegan Park, Norwich
FEE: $25 plus $10 USAT membership.
Register: https://runsignup.com/Race/CT/
Norwich/NorwichSplashandDash

PROUD TO TRI TRIATHLON
Saturday, September 10 - 8:00 am
A Swim, Bike and Run Event. The grand finale of
the “Triple Crown.” Lifejackets can be worn in the
water and training wheels can be used on the bike.
Age: 5 - 6
50 yard swim 1 mile bike .5 mile run
Age: 7 - 10
100 yard swim 2 mile bike .75 mile run
Age: 11-17
200 yard swim 4 mile bike 1.5 mile run
Supersprint:
300 yard Swim 6 mile bike 2 mile run
FEE: $25 plus $10 USAT membership.
LOCATION: Camp Harkness State Park,
Waterford

Emergency Services - Gas Grill Safety
With summer just around the corner,
we welcome the transition back to
outdoor activities such as boating,
swimming, and firing up the grills.
One important safety topic to remember is gas grill safety. While smokers
and pellet grills are rising in popularity, the propane grill still has remained
a staple in everyone’s weekend plans.
Gas grills are typically heated with liquid propane (LP) gas. In researching
this article, some key tips were found
at the Hearth, Patio, and Barbecue
Association’s website (hpba.org.)

Key Tips When Using Gas Grills

• LP cylinders should always be stored outside in a well
ventilated area.
• Once the LP cylinder is attached to a grill, the entire grill
should be stored in a well ventilated outdoor area.
• Store your cylinders in an upright orientation and located
in areas that do not exceed 120 degrees
(keep out of direct sun during high temperature weeks)
• Check for leaks at the beginning of the season. Hoses can dry
rot or become loose during storage. Also ensure the burners
light correctly as spiders and bugs can clog up the gas delivery
tubes.
• Keep the lid open when lighting the grill and be sure not to
stand directly over it during lighting
• If the burner doesn’t light, turn the gas off and wait 5 minutes
in order to prevent an explosion.
18
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•
		
		
		
		

Keep an operating grill away from
the home or garage. The radiant
heat from a hot grill can melt
siding and cause fires on the
exterior of the building.

AND FINALLY,
• Choose the right fire
extinguisher and keep
it nearby when grilling.
Greasy foods such as
hamburgers can cause
		 grease fires; water will only make
		 the fire worse.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Feel free to contact:
The Ledyard Fire Marshal,
11Fairway Drive, Ledyard, CT 06339 | 860-464-6858
Ledyard Fire Company,
11Fairway Drive, Ledyard, CT 06339 | 860-464-9222
or Gales Ferry Fire Company. 860-464-9222
1772 CT-12, Gals Ferry CT 06335 | 860-464-7228
Have a safe summer season!
Steve Holyfield
Administrator of Emergency Services
860-449-3364
www.eventsmagazines.com

Rotary Day of Service
Annually the Ledyard Rotary participates in a National
Rotary Day of Service. This year we took on a large
project at the Kings Corner Senior Housing complex.
The Ledyard Rotary is proud of the complete rebuild
of the concrete stairs leading from the Housing to the Ledyard
Senior Center.
The volunteers spent the first day taking out the old stairs, leveling
the land, and building framing for the new concrete to be poured.
On April 9th the concrete was poured, spread, screed, edged,

Before...

During...

grooved, and troweled. A team effort for sure! Another volunteer
team fed the hungry workforce with homemade soups, pasta, salads,
and treats. Later this spring the stairs will receive more TLC with
Hosta and other flowering plantings to beautify the area.
The Ledyard Rotary is always looking for members. We meet
weekly at the Ledyard Senior Center at 7:00 am on Thursdays. Join
us for a meeting with coffee and breakfast to learn more about the
organization.

And after the stairs were replaced.

Trash and Recycling
Remember What’s In / What’s Out
WHAT’S ALLOWED

in the Recycling Container
Cardboard		Plastic Containers
Newspaper		Aluminum Foil
Magazines		Metal & Tin Cans
Junk Mail		Office Paper
Glass Containers
Remember: All items must be clean. Flatten or nest
boxes when possible. Plastic containers labeled #1 or #2.

WHAT’S NOT ALLOWED

in the Recycling Container
Shredded Paper		Styrofoam
Trash		Electronics
Hoses		Yard Waste
Plastic Bags		Bulky Waste
Foods
Ledyard Events • Quarter 2 • 2022

“A Full Service Oil Company”
DELIVERING:

Fuel Oil, Kerosene, On and Off-Road Diesel
COMPETITIVE PRICING & FAST, EFFICIENT SERVICE
Pricing Programs
Prebuys and Price Caps
Budget Plans
Heating System Service & Installation
LICENSED & INSURED

Dealer Reg. # 167 License #387363

www.andersenoilcompany.com

2021
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Ledyard Public Library
Learn | Discover | Create | Connect
www.ledyard.lioninc.org

Meet Jennifer Smith
Your New Ledyard Library Director
After 42 years working for Ledyard Public Library I
will be retiring as Library Director on June 3. It gives
me great pleasure to welcome Jennifer Smith as your
new Library Director. Jennifer served as department
head for children’s services at Waterford Public
Library. She has a lengthy background in libraries
and is ready to take on this new role. Please be sure to
welcome her when you visit the library.

BILL
860-464-9912
bill-lib@ledyard.lioninc.org
GALES FERRY
860-464-6943
gf-lib@ledyard.lioninc.org

Senior Center Book Discussion
Fourth Wednesday of the Month - 10:30 am
Ledyard Senior Center - Ages 55+
June 22: This Is How it always is by Laurie Frankel.
July: No Meeting
August 24: The Last True Poets of the Sea by Julia
Drake. We will take the month of July off but will
be reading our book for the summer and meet in
August 24 to discuss it.
Upcoming titles are passed out at each meeting, or
you may pick up a copy at the Gales Ferry Library.
If you are interested in joining contact Andrea
Holbrook at: 860-464-6943 or aholrook@ledyard.
lioninc.org. We welcome you!

Monthly / Weekly Events
Cookbook Club
First Tuesday of the Month - 12:30 pm
June 7: The Love and Lemons Cookbook: An Apple-toZucchini Celebration of Impromptu Cooking & Love
and Lemons Every Day: More than 100 Bright, PlantForward Recipes for Every Meal: A Cookbook

Read Beyond the Beaten Path
Adult Summer Reading
June 18 through August 13

Join us each month to share our explorations of that
month’s cookbook!

Summer Reading is not just for kids! So step out of
your comfort zone and pick something different that
opens your mind and heart! Read a book from each
of the genres on the Summer Reading Bingo Card
and enter for a chance to win one of two gift cards
being given away at each library! Have your bingo
card stamped with each genre read and receive a
ticket for a chance to win!

Stock Discussion

One Book One Region

First Tuesday of the Month - 7:00 pm

Please join us as we once again participate in the
One Book, One Region. The goal is to encourage
community members to read the chosen book and
discuss it with their friends and neighbors. The
choice for 2022 is Being Heumann: An Unrepentant
Memoir of a Disability Rights Activist by Judith
Heumann. Libraries throughout the region will host
book discussions and programs related to the book.
A regional kick-off event is planned for early June.
Watch for details.

July: No meeting
August 2: Around the World in 120 Salads-freshhealthy-delicious-by Katie and Giancarlo Caldesi
and The Complete Salad Cookbook by America’s Test
Kitchen.

June 7 - no meeting in July or August
Bill Library or Zoom
Join us on zoom or in person for a discussion of
topics pertinent to stock investment. The link to join
Zoom will be found on the library website.

American Presidents Book
Discussion
Second Tuesday of the Month - 7:00 pm on Zoom
June 14: James Garfield, Destiny of the republic: a tale
of madness, medicine & the murder of a president by
Candice Millard
No July or August discussion
The group will focus on the White House years of
former American presidents, discussing the impact
they had while in office, and their trials and triumphs.

* Special Events

Register at www.ledyard.lioninc.org “Library
Events” for programs with this symbol:

*
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Special Events
In Person Programs
Lisa Hall Brownell, author of
Gallows Road: A Novel
Saturday, June 4 - 1:30 pm
Bill Library
Book Presentation and Signing of a historical fiction
novel based upon the 1753 true story of Sarah
Bramble, a teen condemned to death by hanging
for allegedly killing her baby.

Sunflower Rug Hooking Circle *
Thursday, June 30, July 14 & 28 - 10:30 am

Gales Ferry Community Center - Ages 12 - adult
Join us to make a hooked sunflower wall hanging!
No experience necessary and all materials provided.
At the end of 3 sessions you will have a completed
sunflower to hang in your home or give as a gift.

Libraries Love Lakes
Monday, July 11 - 4:00 pm
Bill Library - Family Program
July is Lakes Appreciation Month! Betsey Graham
will present a program on Long Pond that includes
a drone video of this beautiful treasure in Ledyard.
Children’s Librarian, Stacey Burt will provide a
children’s craft to go along with the program.

Regenerative Farming for the Soil
and Food Insecure: A Garden Tour *
Saturday, July 23 - 10:30 am

Coogan Farm, 162 Greenmanville Ave. Mystic
Ages 13+
Craig Floyd, Farm Manager, Denison Pequotsepos
Nature Center—Coogan Farm will lead us on a tour
of Coogan Farm’s Giving Garden. Learn how to bring
back depleted soil & turn it into highly productive,
healthy soil. Tour requires lengthy walking over
uneven ground. Participants will meet on-site &
ride-sharing is recommended.

Gardening for Monarchs and
Pollinators *
Saturday, August 13 - 11:00 am
Bill Library
Join Fatima Matos, VP of Wild Ones Mountain
Laurel, CT Chapter as she takes us through the
journey of her garden transformation. She will focus
on the beautiful monarch butterfly’s metamorphosis
& amazing co-evolutional history with milkweed
plants and milkweed toxins.

Virtual Programs
Becoming an iNaturalist in
Homegrown National Park Creating Pollinator Pathways *
Tuesday, June 21 - 6:30 pm on Zoom

Join Tim Wachtmann from PlantscapesNE, who will

continued on page 22
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The Market Remains Active and
Inventory Remains at All Time Lows
Here’s how the 1st quarter in 2022, for single family homes, compares to
the 1st quarter in 2021 in Ledyard. As you can see, the number of homes
remains almost the same, but the cost per sqft has risen dramatically,
which is reflected in the average sales price increase to $306,566.
Interest rates have risen and are expected to rise again.
Economists believe this will have home prices leveling off.
1st Quarter 2021 - Single Family Homes

Merry Cassabria
Broker Associate
ABR, AHWD, GRI, SFR
Licensed in CT & RI

Let My
Experience
Work
For You!

Total Sq Ft

List Price

Close Price

Min

Rooms Beds Baths
4

1

1

694

$109,900

$130,000

LP$/SqFt SP$/SqFt SP/LP%
$66.82

$66.82

88%

Max

10

6

4

2,710

$485,900

$485,000

$500.00

$500.00

118%

Avg

7

3

2

1,668

$290,257

$290,038

$185.10

$185.70

100%

Median 7

3

2

1,664

$284,900

$282,000

$179.29

$176.14

100%

1st Quarter 2022 - Single Family Homes
Rooms Beds Baths

Total Sq Ft

List Price

Close Price

LP$/SqFt SP$/SqFt SP/LP%

Min

3

1

1

448

$159,900

$155,000

$141.01

$133.38

93%

Max

10

5

4

2,598

$459,900

$478,000

$837.05

$837.05

115%

Avg

7

3

2

1,596

$302,398

$306,566

$204.40

$206.47

101%

Median 7

3

2

1,585

$305,900

$311,250

$180.85

$184.07

100%

It would be my pleasure to assist you
in all your real estate needs.
Please call me for a no obligation consultation.
• Ledyard Resident with 20+ years of experience
• 2015 Eastern CT Association of Realtors President
• 2014 Eastern CT Realtors Realtor of the Year
• Member of ReMax Hall of Fame
• Current Member of the ECAR Board of Directors
• Proud Waterford Country School Foster Care
Adoptive Parent (of two!)

1641 Rt 12, Gales Ferry, CT 06335

860-625-5385

860-464-0443

Merry@Cassabria.com
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Library... continued from page 20
discuss the importance of conserving & enhancing biodiversity in our landscapes. Tim will show
us how to create a Pollinator Pathway and build
local sections of the “Park” from our individual
residences, business properties & public spaces.

Children’s Department
Email Mrs. Burt at sburt@ledyard.lioninc.org

Read Beyond the Beaten Path:
READ, MAKE, EXPLORE *
June 18 – August 6
Age 2 - Grade 12

*HOURS
*Please check online or call us for current

hours, or to schedule an appointment with us.

55 Chapman Lane,
Gales Ferry, CT 06335

860.464.2146
Galesferrymarinact@gmail.com

Galesferrymarinact.com
We can also be found on
Facebook and Instagram.

Tuesday, June 28 - 10:30 am
Ages 5 – 12

Come for a tour of this one-room school house
that was built in 1813. Mrs. Burt will read a story
and we will do a colonial craft. Parking will be
available at a nearby house so plan for a short
walk to reach the event.

4-H Ocean Discovery *

Ukulele Workshop with
Julie Stepanek *

Participants will receive different 4-H activities
to build, either at home or with Mrs. Burt at
the library. Each activity has a how-to video
and a suggested book to read. Topics include
bioluminescence, submarines, octopi, breeches
buoys, and deep sea cupcakes. Register for each
week individually.

Saturday, June 18 - 10:00 am

Family Program: Children must be with
accompanying adult
Holdridge Pavilion at the Town Green

June 29, July 6, 13, 20, 27 - 10:30 am
Ages 6-11 - Bill Library

Join Julie Stepanek as she shows the fundamentals
of ukulele playing. You’ll learn how to tune, strum
and read chords. After a short lesson, you’ll be
able to play songs. No experience necessary. Bring
your own ukulele or borrow one of hers.

Make Homemade Ice Cream &
Dance Party *

Take and Make Monday

What better way to kick off your 4th of July
activities than by making a sweet treat while we
have a dance party!

Bill Library and Gales Ferry Library
Available on a first-come first-served basis
Each week a different activity or craft will be
available for you to pick up and take home to
complete at your leisure. Activities will be geared
toward preschool and early elementary ages.

Chess for Kids and Adults *

Saturday, June 11, 25, July 9, 23, August 6
11:30 am - Ages 8 and up
Bill Library
Kyle Pearson will lead kids and adults in chess
strategy and practice. Chess boards will be
provided or bring your own.

Creation Station *

Friday, July 1 - 10:30 am
Ages 5-12 - Bill Library

Reading the Map with DPNC *
Tuesday, July 12 - 10:00 am

Ages 6-12 - Avery Preserve in Gales Ferry
When out on the trail you can’t always depend
on your phone! An instructor from Dennison
Pequotsepos Nature Center will teach participants
how to read trail signs, use a paper map and
compass. Children will have a chance to design
a map of our location, navigate using a compass,
and discuss hiking preparedness.

Back Country Cooking &
Camping Pictionary *
Friday, July 15 - 10:30 am
Ages 5 - 12 - Bill Library

Ages 6-18

Make 5 ingredient peanut butter energy bites and
trail mix before we all sit down to a friendly game
of camping pictionary. Note: this program is not
safe for those with food allergies.

Join us to make Aztec sun plaques, a rainbow
needlepoint craft, a pom pom launcher, and a sea
life paper quilling craft.

Book Swap and Milkshake
Café *

Storytime at Nathan Lester House

Ages 5 - 12 - Bill Library

Gales Ferry Community Room
June 23, July 7, 21, August 4 - 10:30 am

Saturday, June 25 & July 23 - 2:00 pm
All Ages

Ledyard Events • Quarter 2 • 2022

Geer Hill One-Room School
House Tour *

Log adventures for a chance to win prizes and
everyone receives a free book! To learn more
go to www.ledyard.lioninc.org and look for our
Summer Reading page.

June 20 - August 1

22

Join Mrs. Burt for story time on the grounds of
the Nathan Lester House. After story time be sure
to explore the building and surrounding trails of
this local treasure!

Friday, July 29 - 10:30 am

Trade a book you don’t need any more for
someone else’s and pick up a milkshake to beat
the summer heat while you’re at it!

www.eventsmagazines.com

Dog Man Trivia *

Wednesday, August 3 2:00 pm
Ages 6 – 11 - Bill Library
Are you an expert on Dog Man by Dav Pilkey? Test your skills and
you may be the winner of a gift card to Pops Ice Cream in Gales Ferry.
Sign up individually or as a team of two.

Family owned and operated since 1912!

Robotics Workshop
Bill Library
Watch for more information to come out soon!
We are working on hosting a robotics workshop with the help of the
Robotics and Automation Society section of the Institute of Electrical
and Electronics Engineers based out of Hartford. We will add it to our
events calendar as more information becomes available.

Teen Department
Read Beyond the Beaten Path:
READ, MAKE, EXPLORE R
June 18 - August 6 - Grade 6-12
Log adventures for a chance to win prizes and everyone receives a free
book! To learn more go to www.ledyard.lioninc.org and look for our
Summer Reading page.

Ukulele Workshop with Julie Stepanek *
Saturday, June 18 - 11:00 am
Teen / Adult Program
Holdridge Pavilion at the Town Green
Join Julie Stepanek as she shows the fundamentals of ukulele playing.
You’ll learn how to tune, strum and read chords. After a short lesson,
you’ll be able to play songs. No experience necessary. Bring your own
ukulele or borrow one of hers.

LitLoot! Summer Box *

Our Greenhouse is
bursting with annuals,
hanging baskets,
and tropical plants.
Our perennial assortment
is at its peak!

Registration Opens: June 1

Pick Up: July 1 = Grade 7-12
Sign up to receive a box with specially selected books, a craft, stickers,
treats, and more!

Teen Trivia *

Wed, June 29: Avatar the Last Airbender

SERVICES WE OFFER:

Sat, August 6: Star Wars
2:00 pm - Grade 5 – 12 - Bill Library
Test your skills and you may be the winner of a gift card to Cloak and
Wand in Mystic. Sign up in teams or individually to participate.

Sunflower Rug Hooking Circle *
Thursday, June 30, July 14 & 28 - 10:30 am

Ages 12 - adult - Gales Ferry Community Center
Learn the simple and artistic craft of rug hooking! No experience
necessary and all materials provided. You can take your project home
between classes to work on it.

Hike & Nature Photography Workshop *
Monday, July 18 - 10:00 am

Grade 7-12 - Poquetanuck Cove Trail
Bring your smartphone or digital camera and hike the Poquetanuck Cove

Gardening advice & troubleshooting,
Garden Designs, Tree Installation, Bulk Mulch,
Indoor Gardening Supplies, Soil Testing,
Delivery, UPS, Keymaking,
Tool Sharpening service,
True Value Ship to Store, Weber Grill Repair.
Visit our website for all upcoming events,
specials, and circulars!

749 Colonel Ledyard Highway,
Ledyard, CT 06339
www.holdridgegarden.com

860-464-8400

OPEN 7 Days a Week

continued on page 24
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Library... continued from page 23
Trail. During the hike we will take photos and try to
improve our photography skills. Everyone will then
share their favorite photos with Mrs. Burt and she
will share them with the community.

Volunteer Opportunities

Paperback Book Day: July 30
Check one or more out, or purchase one from either
Book Sale. Perhaps a beach read?

We Love Memoirs Day: August 31

There are volunteer opportunities available to help
with programming, shelf reading, craft organization,
and more. If you are interested, email Mrs. Burt to
check for availability.

Visit the ongoing books sales during regular library
hours. The Book Cellar in the basement of Gales
Ferry Library has a wide variety of books for all ages,
along with DVDs, CDs, puzzles and games. In the Bill
meeting room, you’ll find smaller but wide selection
as well.

Friends of the Ledyard Library

Sarah Desormier, President, 860 464-9538, Friends@
ledyard.lioninc.org

Bill Library or Gales Ferry Library

Join the Friends of the Library in celebrating these
special events.

Janice W. Bell Historical
Research Room

Half Price Book Sale June 6 - 11

Bill Library

There will be a half Price Book Sale at both buildings.

Audio Book Appreciation month.
Visit your library in June and check out an audio
book or two.

Mondays: 2:00 – 5:00 p.m. (except holidays)

We are looking for teen and adult
volunteers in the following areas:
Social media posting about items in the collection,
digitization (scanning photos and historical
documents) as well as non-computer jobs such as
adding obituaries to our files. Enjoy a few hours of
air conditioning and help document Ledyard & Gales
Ferry history!
Contact Andrea Buka at: research@ledyardhistory.org
or 860-464-9912 (Bill Library) for more information
or to make an appointment.

Stay up to date with all Library
programs
Follow us on Facebook (Ledyard Public Library) and
Instagram (@ledyardpubliclibrary), sign up for our
monthly E-newsletter and check the Library website
at: www.ledyard.lioninc.org.

Other days by appointment

Want to reach every home in town?

Call Pam Hunter at 860-304-8368

Landscaping

LLC

Residential & Commercial

860-215-6424
LEDYARD

Licensed & Insured

24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALLS

SPRING IS HERE!

Time for spring cleanup
Planting/Seeding, Treating Lawns
Mowing/Weedwacking... and More!
rockyslandscaping1@gmail.com
ROCKY’S LANDSCAPING LLC
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Conservation Commission
The Ledyard Conservation Commission has contracted with
Maggie Jones to conduct an environmental assessment of WhiteHall Park at 990 Shewville Road. Jones, a landscape ecologist/
consultant and director emeritus of Denison Pequotsepos Nature
Center in Mystic, will provide general environmental information
on the preserve. The assessment, along with overall trail/map
improvements and management recommendations, will help
the commission and other town departments protect environmentally sensitive areas, control invasive species, and maintain
the property as a nature preserve and public park. Jones will visit
the park six to eight times throughout the year and document
types of trees, shrubs and herbs, as well as resident and migrating
birds, seasonal visiting birds, amphibians, reptiles, mammals and
insects. A completed report with species lists and management
recommendations is expected to be presented to the commission
February 2023. The commission will use the assessment, along
with a report on invasive species, to create a maintenance plan
for the park.
White-Hall is 38 acres of rocky uplands, fields, two ponds and a
rock formation that looks like a throne. It is one of 14 public hiking trails in Ledyard, including four that are on town property.

SEPTIC & EXCAVATION
860-536-0420 • nlcountyseptic.com
Ledyard, CT

We are a Ledyard Family
Serving YOUR Family

Beautification Committee
Ledyard Beautification Committee has
been hard at work, helping to make
our town even more beautiful. As you
drove through town this spring, you
probably enjoyed seeing close to 6000
daffodils we’ve planted throughout
town. We’ll be asking for donations
and volunteers again in the fall to plant
even more. If you’re a business in town
and have curb access, please consider
planting some daffodil bulbs this fall
to complement the bulbs in public
spaces. We’d love for homeowners to
do the same in front of their properties. Ledyard and Gales Ferry will look
amazing covered in a blanket of yellow
each spring!
We’re also planning to replace the
photo banners on the light poles in
Ledyard Center. After years of use, the previous banners have
become faded, and we’d love to have some new photos to use.
Please “Like” and follow our Ledyard Beautification Committee
Facebook page for details on a photo contest for the banners.
We’ll also be soliciting donations to pay for the banners. Our
committee depends entirely on donations and volunteers. If
you have ideas for making Ledyard more beautiful, please come
to a meeting or email us at: BeautifulLedyard@gmail.com.
Ledyard Events • Quarter 2 • 2022

SERVICES

• Residential/Commercial
• Septic Tank Pumping
• Septic Inspections
• Drain Cleaning
• New System Installations
• General Excavation
• Commercial Snow Plowing
Fully Licensed and Insured
HIC #0638216 Installers #6021
Mention this ad when booking your appointment.
When we pump out your tank, we will donate
$15 to Ledyard Animal Control.

www.eventsmagazines.com
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last word…

Many fondly remember going to Raybestos Memorial field in Stratford, CT. Amid
chants of “Joanie, Joanie,” the softball phenom mowed down the competition. Joan
Joyce dominated women’s fast pitch softball for decades - beginning her amateur
career at age 13 with the Raybestos Brakettes. The Waterbury, CT native excelled
at every sport she tried - a true competitor, a lifelong coach/mentor. Joyce combines an unbridled, remarkable talent with a matter of fact, humble personality.
While she readily speaks about her success, there is no bragging.
Many consider her as “The Greatest Woman Athlete of All Time.” Her jaw-dropping achievements/honors take pages to list, including 20 Hall of Fame inductions,
Connecticut Athlete of the Year (selected by the Connecticut Sports Writers
Alliance), and a softball field renamed Joan Joyce Field (a part of Municipal
Stadium in Waterbury).
A LIFETIME OF ASTOUNDING
ACHIEVEMENTS
Joyce’s softball career covered
1954-1963 and 1967-1975 with the
Brakettes and 1964-1966 with the
Orange Lionettes. The slingshot
pitcher notched 150 no-hitters and 50
perfect games with a lifetime earned
run average of 0.09. An outstanding
hitter, her career batting average is
.327. In 1974, her Brakettes were the
first American team to win the World
Championships.
She co-founded the International
Women’s Professional Softball
Association, being the star player for
and part-owner of the Connecticut Falcons. The Falcons won every championship
of the IWPSA’s existence (1976-1979).
Women’s softball coach at
Florida Atlantic University.

She is a four-time Women’s Basketball Association All-American and three time
AAU Basketball All-American. She played on the USA Women’s National Team
in 1964 and 1965, setting a national tournament basketball single-game scoring
record (67 points) in 1964.
She formed the Connecticut Clippers volleyball team in 1968, and competed as a
player/coach. She was named to the All-East United States Volleyball Association
Regional Team. Taking up golf at age 35, she spent 19 years on the LPGA tour
(1977-1995). She still holds the LPGA and PGA record of just 17 putts in one
round of golf.
Now 80, Joyce is the women’s softball coach at Florida Atlantic University. Starting
the program from scratch in 1994, she has amassed 12 Conference Championships,
participated in 11 NCCA Tournaments, and won 8 Coach-of-the Year Awards.
THE SECRET TO SUCCESS?
“I don’t know,” she says. “The only thing I can say about me is that I am very
competitive. . . . I will beat you at just about everything. If you beat me, I’d shake
hands. But I’d say to myself, you are not going to beat me a second time.”
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Photo courtesy of Joan Joyce.

by Sigrid Kun

Joan with
her biggest
fan - Dad
(Joe Joyce).

Her mother worked days. She, her father (above) and brother played
sports all the time. “We would end up going to my father’s softball
games,” she recalls. “We had no gloves. We’d run around everywhere
while my father was playing. When they came in from the field, they’d
put the gloves under the bench. We’d take them and start catching.
When they went back in the field, they’d have to come and get the
gloves back from us.” When her father played basketball, she and
her brother would wait for the halftime buzzer and then fly onto the
court to play.
SPECIAL MOMENTS - JOYCE SHARED A FEW
Striking Out Ted Williams/Hank
Aaron. She calls striking out Ted
Williams (left) and Hank Aaron her
favorite moments. “It’s the easiest
thing I’ve ever done in my life,” she
relates. “They had no chance against
a softball pitcher just because of the
distance." She faced Williams as part
of fundraisers in 1961 and 1966; Aaron in 1978 in a West Hartford
exhibition. There were no radar guns then. A doctorate study from
USC determined her pitching speed to be the equivalent of 119 mph
in baseball.
Invited to China by the All-China Sports Federation (1979).
“It was the first team ever invited to China,” she recalls of the
Connecticut Falcons. “When we played our last game sixty thousand
people came to the game. I was looking out and it was like a flood of
people just coming and coming and coming. And I’m thinking, ‘Oh,
my God!’” The American team won all six games. In the final game,
Joyce pitched a no-hitter to beat the Chinese all-star team.
Softball World Championships (1974).
Joyce pitched a no hitter against Australia.
“Only one walk. And we picked her off,”
notes Joyce. “It would have been a perfect
game.” She also stymied Japan, giving up
only two hits. No team wore helmets then.
Japan showed up wearing them. Was it to
distract her or out of fear of her? “It didn’t
work,” she laughs. “You did not want to get
me focused or to get my attention. Stare at
me? Give me looks? I would say to myself,
keep doing that ‘cause you’re never going to beat me. I just didn’t like
to lose.”
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Photo of Joan coaching (far left) courtesy of FAU Athletics.

Joan Joyce - Our Finest Athlete

Photo of Joan pitching (left) and photo of Joan with
Ted Williams (above left) courtesy of Joan Chandler.
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Plane, Train, or Automobile?
Planning An Eco-Friendly Vacation with an EV
road as gas stations . Consider setting your route in advance
and you can plan activities around your charging breaks!

Travel is a way to see new landscapes, try new foods,
experience different cultures, find adventure in a place
you haven’t fully discovered
yet. While we all love a little
vacation, we know that taking a trip can have an impact
on the environment.

SOME CHARGER SCOUTING TOOLS INCLUDE:
Plug Share – helps you plan
your EV route

FLYING is often the fastest
way to get to your destination, and can take you far.
But air travel has the highest
emissions count of any mode
of transportation per person.
Fuel efficiency is improving,
and some airlines are investing in fleets that run on more
environmentally-friendly fuel alternatives, but we have a long
way to go.
CRUISE SHIPS offer a floating vacation with quick planning
and a relaxed experience, but they aren’t a much more sustainable option.
TRAINS get us closer to our low-emission travel goals. They
offer more fuel efficiency, lower emissions, and sometimes
even a faster trip than planes do.
DRIVING with a traditional car has implications we’re all
familiar with, but what about an electric vehicle?
As electric vehicles become a more popular and available
option, the possibilities for eco-friendly tourism expand.
Whether you’re ready to charge up your family car and hit
the road, or you’re grabbing a rental and picking your route,
here are some tips to make sure you get the most out of your
low-carbon adventure!

1. KNOW YOUR VEHICLE
Electric vehicles have their own unique features and functions.
Each model varies in the range it can travel before recharging
and some even require a specific type of charger. While most
electric vehicles can travel 150-300 miles on one charge, you
definitely want to know your vehicle’s range before you head
out! Start your trip armed with knowledge and a manual.

EV Hotels – helps you find
charger locations as well as
find accommodations to
help you charge overnight
Charge Hub – shows where
you can charge and offers
other EV resources

3. BUILD IN CONTINGENCIES
You’ve crossed everything off your list before leaving the
house, including programming your thermostat for vacation
mode, and are out the door on time. To make sure the rest
of your trip goes smoothly, consider planning extra time for
charging stops and know where you can get power in case
something unexpected occurs.

4. EMBRACE THE SPIRIT OF ADVENTURE
Hooray for trying something new and environmentally-friendly! Take the chance to chat with other EV drivers. Participate in
a community of like-minded wanderers and share your tips
with them.
When you return home, consider convenient charging for less
with Eversource’s EV charging program. When you setup a
charging station at your home, you can qualify for rebates for
a level 2 smart charger, and the installation costs, as well as
an ongoing incentive for participation in ConnectedSolutions
managed charging, Eversource’s EV demand response program. Make sure you’re always ready for your next electrified
adventure!
Visit eversource.com/electric-vehicles to learn more.

2. PLAN YOUR CHARGING STOPS
There are some great tools for viewing electric vehicle charging
locations. Making sure you know where on your route you can
charge up is key, as electric chargers aren’t as visible from the
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Septic System Specialists
GALES FERRY, CT

860-464-8852

WWW.BUTTERMORES.COM

ATING

42
Years
1
980 - 202

2

PROUDLY SERVING GALES FERRY,
LEDYARD & NEW LONDON COUNTY

• Septic Pumping • Real Estate Septic Inspections •
• Septic Repairs •
• Septic Installations •

CALL TODAY!!

860-464-8852
Like us on Facebook
FULLY INSURED
28

CT HIC License #620261

Ledyard Events • Quarter 2 • 2022

CT Septic License #5875
www.eventsmagazines.com

